
*
WTry THE CONCERN WITH WAYS OF' IIFE?

by Johan Galtung,Dag Poleszyrlski rMonica Wenegah

Anc' l  o Dpnnaacac and fnd_iCatOrS Oft  r4vvvvvur/

T)orrol  nnman l :

Inst i tut  universi  r ,aare d-rdtudes du
d6rrol  onncmont-  CeneVa



-1-

1. lntrod_uct ion :  The l4alaise ,- f  l : 'he f97Os ln i i ich countr ies

At the end of  the 1!6Os a large-scale comparat ive

lO-nation study $/as undertaken lrlder the auspices of the European

Coord,ination Center For Research Ancl Documentation And Social Sciences
/ r  \- i -  \ r . i  r - - -^s of  the Worl_d in t lLe Year 2000]/Cl l  oso tn 9OOO 6a^n1 aI11 Vf Yf! f@. fu l4dg '  VIVDU UU TVVV UgUUf U

.  ,^-^ ^  ̂ r .  ̂ . r  ^ ' r  ̂ ^^ +^ r^nn a.rn^i- . i  ^ns .c" . i  v i  ne" a.  Lotaf  Of f  .800. 000 anSWerSwqrg aDnvu ufvDg vv avvv qqgD uivf-v

these were people f rom B European countr ies,  North and South,  East and

West and in addition from India and Japan. One set of f indings that

emerged relat ively c lear ly f rom this sbud-y of  the younger generat ion,

nonn' la l5 ln Z1 O.-^.  r l  
' . .c-  -  

ra l r t ' i r ra l r r  h ich lorral  r f  noccim'uv . rv years oro,  wa.s a .  _** ,_ } .___*. .JSm'

blt  hea.vi  I  w denendent on the level  of  technisgf  -ac ' rnnmi n darrol  nnsygnlg

I tWhen i t  comes to d,omest ic perspect ives the organiz ing axis
is the level  of  technicaf-econom-ic devefopment.  Nat ions high
on this dimension are pessimist ic,  bewi ldered- and u.ncertain,
^-^r^^-r . - ' r  - -  -  |  r - 'oacrraa r l ' ra- '  

-ee the ne.c"a. t  ivp ef fects of  th isPtwp@vLJ a I  uYUouDY VIIYJ Du9 urru r fu6a ua v c

{-ma af  A^vpl  onment-  h )  hp^- ' .^^ !1^^.-  f^^ ' r  thew ha.vp errha.rrstedUJyY wr VYvYIUIJrrrVl lUt u/  vsU@uDV UILsJ Issf  rLrvL L.NrGqr

the program of their societies and that the future is without
chal Iensins a.nd clea.r  e"oa. ls.  Nat ions low on that di : ; rension d.o
not have this v is ion and may even reject  i t .  They fol1ow in the

-cma 
fn^f-aths but rr i th the , rnt i r ism s.- .c 'n1ins oar i , lw f rom the

ignorance of  the ad-verse ef fects,  part ly f rom the feel ing of
having a program.And. this seems to be the program d.efined and 1"1
dcweloned l ' . ' -^ ' rh i -? j^-  +1.-1,  a.rcr ; t l readrr  I is i l ' l r rs inne| hrr  . i t . r r \ ' , /

vrrvu vJ

fh is type of  f inding re 'erred bo a broad- range of

issues: a certain science scept ic ism in the more developed cou.r t r ies,

I  I  ^--^r  ^nnanf naacini  cm 17j  th heaW ennhasis On SOCial  i l1 .@ 6gl lgI@f UYV Yluyr l rg l l  u yg-)rr  L lDl l l  , . -  
- - -  - -  - -  -  J -- . - f , - -*Df D uLl  )uuf  a l  I I rD 

'

a.ndrra feel in,c" ol  deve' lonmenh 'a.1. ' i  r r le-  wi th n-edir : t -nns nf  ro i . rnol 'esSiVervvl l ] ]b, ' " -" ' -

^^rr^ lnnman* 
fnn 66prs corrntrrr : .S Wef l  aS for Onesel- f  tOWafd_S the end" ' ,  Y-. '

tz l
nf tho nantrrr . r l l  \  /M^-on.rar

r r -  -  -  tnese are not d-ata ref lect jng an innovat ing nu'nni- ty
ernl  or i  " rs a.nd f  a.ainc.  a.  fa.sci  na l ,  i  ns onen-end od future.  Thesc
seem rather to be data ref lect ing a hurani ty wi th i ts back
to the future,  looking ab the past,  and the present -  and
project ing fTom that exper ience into the future.  In a sense
these are the d-aLa one wculd" erpect at  the end o-f  a phase
in human history,  noL at  the beginning of  a new one."(4)
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I t  foohs as i f  the l lJOs bore out this predict ion based- on

data from the late 1!60s. These publ ic opinion data indicate a mood-,

but i t  is qui te clear that this mood later crystal l ized" into very

concrete issues. Srf f ice i t  only to mention such word.s as nuclear

power, energJr,  resources in general  ,  ecolory, I i festyles, 1oca1 au-

tonomy, urban problems, and some issues are alread-y indicated.

n: -l-.hnl nc'i oc

A

AS

mnra qrrqf  amr i i  .  l_ iSt  Of pfOblems Or iSSUeS ,  i11S Or'  -  /q\
they are referred to here r : r ight  l -ook as fo l lows: " '

TABLE 1 :  A Tentat ive List  of  Patholoeies in r ich countr ies

LL.---  
- -  

+1.^t  ^- ]  ^duJnan palno-Logl-es

Body: card. iovascufar diseases, tumo.rs,  occupat ional_ diseases,
accidents includ,ing tnternal/external war.

Mind: mentaf  d isorders (schizophrer ia,  psychoses, neuroses)
ad-d- i -c ; ion to d,rugs ,  a lcohol  ,  tobacco, suic ide .

Spir i t :  a sense of  meaninglessness, al ienat ion.

Social  pathologies

Behaviourar.: < ::ili:" _ :ill::"x?l;"1i31",[;l:T."
Distr ibut ional: - in- i r rqf ' i  na inanrr : l  i  f - r  i ra^ ' .q l  i  +--  

^t  
nnnnr*. .n i  * . 'r r rs Yuaf t  uJ vf  vylrvr  u 4jr !  uJ

Qirrra*rrrn I  .  ina^r i i  t r r  Iononr lonarr  r rnomnl nrmanfU u L 4u uaI@r .  IJfsg4! uJ t  us}Jsl lqsl luJ ,  4fL_l !y_UJl l lEl l  v

Environmental  :  depfet ion. pof lut ion

A__r !  __- 1 
-oveTacceptance 

of  exogenuous cufture
{ l t t  I  l l r7t  |  .  /

r  overreject ion of endogenuous cufture

The point about a l ist  of  this t ; , rye would be that in the lplOs there

seemed to be increased- consciousness about these phenomena, not only

their  extent but afso theories about their  causes. More and nLore they

seem to be seen as having sociaf or igins, and even avoidabfe or igins -

therebw,oniwin.q r iSe tO a nUmber Of SOCial  l lgyg111gnfc ar--ctql l i?^d

aror.md the issues singly or combined-. An image of a sick society de-

veloped, easi ly spel t  out  using the chart  above: a socj_ety wi th a
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/ . \
high level of  l i fe-expectancy but not necessari ly with healthy people\oi

because they are suffering from cardiovascular d-iseases, tuirors, growing

slowly to start  with,  then extr l losively '  occupat ional d- iseases and acci-

r t : ,  ,  (s)  r  - -  (e)
dent l / r /  t f , reatened by internal wars. or.  terror ibYr/  and by large-scal-e wars)"

with high 1eve1s of mental  aisoraeit?)wit f i  a populat ion not knowing
/r  r  \

what the sense and the meaning of the whole thing woufd. bb;*(,{ithd-rawing

into observerism except for the act ive ones'engaging in cr imes of var ious

.  ( rz)
r l ,?esr 'vro-Lence increasingly threatening 'Lo the survival  of  others;

societ ies that  might keep the fevets of  social  in just ice and inequal i ty

( inclpding ineoual i ty of  opportuni t ies,  for  instance between the two
o - ' - "4------  - ,  ( r  z)

s""es) within bonds but ur-Lable to reduce it significantl)-, '{"ihile at the

same time the society provid-es unabfe to offer emplo3rment to everyloayr(I4)
r-1 [ \

wi th increasing fevefs of  exploi t?11.o.  ( inequi ty) \ t 'of  those who are

omntnrrod and inereasing d-epenc1encf66 central- goverrxnents and outsid-e

countries at the same time as there is a degradation of the environ-
/ r  ry\

r"r f '6 iot t  i t r  terns of deplet ion and pol lut ion and a penetrat ion of the-  ( re)
local and the natiorral culture by national and- foreign culturebl"fne

nicfrrrp is e nnn-savoury one, but not necessar i ly  overr l rarnm . I t  is

not strargp that movemen-Es got ol?ganised j

There are many of them and no effort would be rnad-e to-

wards a more complete l is t .  Suff ice i t  only to remind the reader of

ecological  movements,  peace-movementsr womenrs movements,  re l ig ious move-

ments,  undogmatic lef t is ts,  Bi i rger in i t iat iven (c i t izens tmovements),
/ r  q\

al ternat ive ways of  l i fe movements to ment ion one t ist) '6f  movements

focusing on al ternat ive technologies,  new food- habi ts,  sel f -suf f ic iencyt
1cn\

simple l iving, persorral growth to mention an othell"At the polit ical

fevel one woufd certainly point to various t;,pes of extraparliamentary

lof i t ics.  and an increase in pol i t ical  act ivat ion in general  of  the

grassroot level. In short .  what was a mood" at  the end of

the l !5Os explod-ed in a sca+,ter of  relat ively crystal l ized issues in

the beginning of the 1970s and onwardsrand d"eveloped into a spectrum

of act iv ist  movements, al l  of  them giving test imony to the inad-equacy

of the trad-itional political machinery. As the lllOs grew old"er it

was afso clear that governmentaf initiatives try to come to grips with
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these -Lssues, usual ly one at  a t ime, basing themsel-ves on the sector ia l  ,

highly segmented machinery of governmental operations in the advanced/

inr l r rqfr ia l ' ioor l  /h ieh- income countr ies -  here referred- to as the OECDI f  f ,UqD VL LA! LLc4/ lLLOtt

countr ies for  s impl ic i ty.

In short ,  there is a general  rnal-aise.  In i tsel f  th is

const i tutes already an answer to the quest ion put as a t i t le of  th is

chapter.  But we have to go beyond that.  This is merely the surface

of the phenonena, descr ibed here asrt issuesr!and_t 'movements ' . t  0f  course,

one is d-r iven to ask the quest ion:  is  there some kind of  common de-

nominator, something these issues and movements have in common? An

answer to the quest ion "how do we best conce:-r , re of  them" is certainly

not only an invi tat ion to intef lectual  act iv i ty,  to develop a social

theory:  i t  is  a lso a precond"i t ion for  meaningful  pol i t ical_ act iv i ty.

But this imnecliately leads to a problem: any kind of effort to say

that these phenomena are I 'nothing butt ' -  and then fol- lows the pet

iheorw oF thc ar: thors -  is  dangerous- nzrt l - -  hoe."rrqa nonnlo in ronor:- lr r l  6urrv!s!

shoul-d formul-ate such theor ies,  part ly because i t  impl ies a reduct ion

nf rrer io*rr  nnqqihlrr  J:nr^rrrdc drnca?^rrq q- imnl i  1- jno* ian. cnr i  m-. i r lvr  varav uJ r  1 lvDDrvrJ u*rrov!  _ua J_LUJ.L;  aJlU l -LAfnIy

because i t  may give a much to s impl ist ic basis for  pol i t ical  act ion.

Hence, we want to proceed with care.  Otr  bui ld ing so

far has only a g.rou:rd ffoor, the i-ssues and the movements, the phenome-

na themsel-ves.  We want to dig down below that,  maybe four l -evefs.  But

al l  of  th is wi l l  be tenta. t ive,  as a.n invi tat ion to the reader.  I t  is

merely an ef for t  to explore whab might be bel-ow, not an ef for t  to

construct  a sof id.  theoret ical  edi f ice.  Moreover,  there may be those

who would- follow us one level down, maybe two, but not to the third

and fourth levels -  others may have d" i f ferent cut-of f  points.  So al t

we hope to d-o is to indicate ways of  coming to gr ips wi th the pheno-

mena descri-bed-.
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2. The Perspect ive of  Basic Needs: Underdevel-opmentrOverdevefopment and
Ma.1 d errel nnmcnl

Looking at the cb.art in Tab}e 1 any reader would

probably agree that the phenomena listed are not unrelated to each
nthan Tlro.r  r l  f  omoarn nrrr  r . r .a/  / '  -  \*,, concern olrr way ot' Irf'e (WoL) at the ind"ividuaf

level and at the soci-al- level - but the latter immediately trans-

lates into our d"ai ly l i fe as can be seen from the l is t ,  d i rect ly

or ind. i rect ly.  There is an element of surpr ise in this :  the last

few d-ecad-es have brought a fevel- of rnaterial affl-uence unheard

of in history, not only to the rul ing el i tes of the world. ,  but to

a large scgmentof the ord- inary peoplc in industr ial ized countr ies.

Whrr then .  A' t 'a Lrp Congefned_ With fha r . r> ' rc j r  
- . ' r , ' i  ̂ h  nc6,n-r  c I  ive in" , ' . /  v t tu waJr rr l  wlr f l_r  pevprs f lvs rrr

th is part  of  the worfd;  why not s l t  d.ov, . r i  and enjoy the high l iv ing

standard achieved by many ol  us,  wai t ing pat ient ly for  the day

when not only JO or BA/" but lOO per cent of us, have reached. the

hoped-f or abr:nd-ance ?

Simply because i t  d.oes not seem to work that  way.

Ard one way of  descr ib lng (rather than exp-aining) th is phenomenon

could have as a point  of  d-eparture the idea of  basic human need.s.

Basic human need-s are basic in the sense that they have to be sat is-
(>t \

f ied for human beings to continue being human beingAl-J.nd they are

human in the sense that they are felt at the individual level , how-

ever much the sat isfact ion usual ly is at  the social  level- .  Thus, the

need for food erpresses i tsel f  as hurrger which is fe l t  at  the indi-

vidual fevel but only very few human beings would be able to satisfy

i t  a lone. In fact ,  societ ies have emerged precisely because of  the

necessi ty for  col- lect ive act ion in the ef for t  to sat isfy such basic

needs. The same obviously appi ies to the need- for  togetherness, and

however much many people might feel that the need for a sense of

mea.ninr"  wi th ' l ' i  fe can be ful f i l led throush a srr f f ic ient l r r  h i r"h lo-ra]o Ju! 
-____-_,)  _-_O-- . -UVyI

of consciousnesso l i -v ing alonerin retreat f rom the mater ial  world-,

as a herm'i t ,in the longer run one may d.iscover that meaning is

also d.er ived from sociaf interact ion.
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However this may berlet us proceed- by assuming that hu-nLan needs can
be classified- into four groups: those for survival and- for welfare (nore

materiaf need-s), and those for freedom .ru ru=r*i$- (more 
"or*"r*"r"r-

need.s) " A certain minimum of material production is required for these

needs to be sat isf ied. Hovever,  i f  we now go onc step furthcr and

assume that i t  is the d-cvelopment of people that couLnts, not the ever
inoraa o' ino nrni ' .Ct iOn Of matef ia l  maenq fhan or impOftant pOj nt,  uafs l f  ar l

emerges. At some point  in t ime the nater ia l  prodrruLjon lcveL may r+s, . t

hecomi nr"  I  ess rrs^a"r  ^^ rL^+ - .^rr  - incrpmoni:  i  n nnncrrmnt i  nn marhqruuD uug! 4r t  DU UlId U AIIJ f  r tv!  gr l lg_t  w l l f  U _-.-

nrnmocqirro1 . '  loSS fOf hUman devo.^nmonf r-d arrenl : r r : l l r r  honrmggr r  v,  arrq ,  v v urr  uuaf fJ ,  vsvvr r

counterproduct ive.  I t  is  at  the stage where matcr ia l  j -ncreases imped-e

rather than promote human development that  we erper ience overdevelop-
,  / - .  - \ment ( t r ' igure 1).  Thus we can think of  a d- iv id ing l ine betwecn develop-

nent and mald,eveloprnent, the fatter consisting of both unC_er- and"

orrordorrel  nnmont-  T+ - i  a nnl  
- .  ' . ' - i  

41" in :  o.or l .n in r . lnco nf  ennqrrmnf inn :  Ii  u rD ul l rJ wr uirr_f  G vvr uorr i  rat f6 u 'LIr  uf  r l l ra L

u.- ce"tai-n sufficiency level (no d-oubt varying with different cuf tures

and histor ical  cond- iL ions),  that  ve may id-enbi fy devetopment.

D; - ' -^  
' l  .  D^1-+i  onshin hetween hrr . ; r i r .n devel  onmcnf qnd nrndrrnl l i  on leVelI Id-UIg f  .  iLYf@VIVffJrr !V vg uwg9lr  f la Lalr  usvu. | r r ls t lU aI lU VIUUqV ULJi-

ment

Maldeve-
I  nnman l :

human
d orrol  nnmon t

l^^^:  ^-+;^F^^+; 
\

\neeO sar lsrac 0aon/

. /^
vvl f  Duirrv uIv l l  \ur

-^^:  ^-+. i  ^ .e;  ^-^f  IggU-D4 UIDI !YI  D
a\r  f  f  i  n i  on arr

d arral  nnar l i  orro ' l  nnar l
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' l 'he shape of  the curve in Figure I  is  inportant.  I t  can be seen as

one in :  fem' i l r r  n l  nrrr t roq : ' l l  nC l :hanr doniet ' inc nnqcihlo nolr t ' innqhincyvpprv!s r9!a urvtrpi l l lJD

between increasing consumption and level of  sat isfact ion ( in a more

,c"enera. l  ve' i  n one m' ir"ht even talk about means-end.s rela.t ' ions in oenera. l  )  -

Three such curves are depicted. in Figure 2:

Figure 2 :  Three Images of Consumption-Sat isfact ion Rel-at ions

Curve A is a wefl--knor,rrr erponential- curve indicating a

verw hir"h level  af  nnl imiam. 
-^t  nnlrr  is  thero mofe Sat iSfaCt iOn the

more consumption there is,  there is even much more, they a.re exponen-

t ional ly rel-ated. Jn curve Brthe logist ic curve:this oot imism has

yield.ed in favour of an inage of a sat-r-ration leve1 : after a certain

lewel nf  enns.rmnt ion there is no lon.oor Anv A.nnroeiab' le sn. i ' -  in ^-+i^4}J! ! !  6*] .*  r r !  DdulD-

fact ion; a saturat ion point has been reached-.  Arrd in curve C this

level of thinLing is carried stitl nruch further: not only is tl -ere

d-ecreasing ut i l i ty af ter a certain l -evel of  cons mption; af ter that
' i -^-^-  ^;--  i i  ^-  ! i '1 i  +--  " i '1 I  1^^ +t  e Ofdef Of the darr-  Onp trrni  r la l  ^------1 ^r l lvrUaDfr l6 UJDUULLLUJ W!! I  uU UItU UTUUI Ui  t / r tU L_t@J. vf ty vJyLwa! e:xdl ' l l fJ fg

woufd be the consumption of food: higlrly usefu-l for hunger-abatement

- i -  +1^^ r ; -^+ . .L^se- then doereasincl-r  r roaor. l  ihon in?Taasinolrr  hrrmf i r lr f i  ur fs i I rD u l r r l@Ds, ut is l f ,  uyu*EaDIt t6fJ uDUIua, UII_,^ __-___**__.o_J

I 'n
t-)
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but not in the sense that hunger starts increasing agai_n, but in the

sense that other needs become dissat isf ied through increasing con_

sumption. Tkrus, in Figure f the needs referred to on the vertical axis

may not be the same as one goes up and d-or^m the curve indicated. The

same also hofds t rue for more non-mater iaf  needs: take the case of  a
person in search of  meaning of  l i fe.  fn the begirrning of  that  search

discussion and togetherness with others,  read. ing books, searches for
neu/ ArantrT' i  onnaq m:rr  ho ov*romal rr  nrn. l r .  ^+i  . ,^  -  +-rrvyv u^perrsrrwsD r, !cJ ue s^ury*r . rJ ! r - .uuuu u_LVe, arter some t ime d.ecreasingly

so, and after some t ime even counter-product ive. Why? Probably because
an upper liniit has been reached- and- for more of such ,inputs" to
yield more in terms of meaning of life some inner changes have to take
place, cal l  i t  maturat ion, growth, spir l tual  revival .Just as there is
a-n upper limit to how much food a body can digest there i_s also an
upper linit to how many impressions a mind can digest into somethrng
spiritually meaningful .

I t  shou]d be noted. that on the horizontal  axis
in Figures l  and 2 we have puttrconsumption",  notrrprod-uct ionrr .  The
reason is that consunpt ion refers to individual consumption as that
is the unit  within which this part icufar needs-diafect ic takes place.
Prod-uction nray go on for a very long time without lead_ing to over-
nnncrrmn*' i  nnv\/11Du.+'u-Lur- l  ,  provided the products ( t t re gooas and the services) are

wef]  d istr ibuted. I t  is  even obvious what is meant byrrwel l  d ist : : i_

buted":  people get enough to get out of  r - r lderconsumption, but noi  sr

much that they get into overconsumpti-on. when we have used_ the terms

'tunderdevel opment/overdevel- opment I '  rather than "und_erconsump tr on/

overconsumption" above i t  is  because there seem to be strong social

factors coul teract ing th is type of  adequate distr ibut ion of  what j_s

prod-uced-, forcing high levels of underdevelopnent (patterned. uncier-

consumption) and overdevefopment (patterned overconswrpt ion) in soc jety.

Tf we now use ttmaldevelopment" as a more general

concept, covering the two, then there are obviousty many types of mal-

d owel onmcnt -  Tha fnl  I  nr^r i  ro i  a nno ci  mn] a f -mn] 
^muu v urv1lruurf  u.  ! rLe !  ru vr fs Drrrr-ptc l ,J! , ) ruEy:
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TABLE 2 t Iv malauvelopment fYpofory

non-material needs

rmd.er-
developed

a

over-
d arral  nnad

cunder-
d.eveloPed-

material
need-s

A arra- l  nnad
uu Y vfvrv\4

f?re typical oECD country mald-evel-opment type night combine over-

d"evelopment for  the sat isfact i -on of  mater ' ia l  needs with underdevelop-

ment for  the sat isfact ion of  non-mater ia l -  need-s.  But there is st i l l

consid"erable und.erdevelopment where material needs are concerned in

these countr ies,  not  only poverty pockets.  Thus, both t lpes A and B

in Table 2 would seem to apply to the OECD countries. But might there

not al-so be an element of  type C? -  people sur, .c _:_, . .d-  by an abund.ance

of sat isf iers of  mater ia l  needs, but also of  a l l  the th ings need_ed

for their  non-mater iaf  needs -  pecple they know, tneir  l iv ing rooms

stuf fed with books, records,  cassettes,  v ideo-tapes, access to t ravel

and aff kinds of e>qteriences ? And coul-d there not a.fso be -n

less r ich countr ies an overfeeding of  complcx cul tural  inputs,  cu1-

tnra. l - l  v  extremel- ,  - ;n l .  
c,rrrn. ,n,r i6pr< even i f  thew a,-e noi  nr iva. t ized

i  nto I  - i  wi  n.c" rOoms tr  fha nni 'nf .  +t .^ + +L-^--  -  ^+.-^r  I  r r  h.or-nmo nnrrntol-l r ruv ! !vrr ib !vv ' r rD, uV ul fs yv4lu vt lav v l lvJ awuq@If,J uqUUll IY UUULIUV

nrodrrct i r rp? T)npq A. ncrson heerne: r iehcr nprson h.r  1 'a ino crrrrrrr ] l f lgql
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i f  this were the case, museurn guards and temple wardens should be among

the r ichest people in the wor ld in terms of  inner growth.  Hence, we

are ' i  ndi  cat ' i  nc tha. t  i - , rme C mir"h h a.nnlw to 
-rorrns in several-  of  the*yy*<)

less ar lvanced/asr i  crr l  t r l ra l  / f  ow-;ncome countr ies.

There is a process here,  and i t  seems to be very v is ib le

if one l-ooks at what goes on i-n many of the capitals of the Third world

countries tod-ay:
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How much of  the phenomena l is ted in the preced- ing

sect ion are we capable of  conceiv ing of  in terms such as these just

developed? Some o.[  them,perhaps most,  not  a l l  .  The phenornena best

accounted for have a certain formul-a in common: there is a high level-

of  product ion of  th ings,  goods and services,  th is in turn l -eads to a

high 1evel of consurnption and at some point or another there is too

much of that consumption. fn ord-er to produce nature is mad.e use of,

consAf l r t rnt l r r  thtr-r .o Are imn.acts nn n2f,r : rc-  qnme n1- thom hicrhlrr  nemtirro.uf v v t

leading not only to deplet ion and pol lut ion, but al-so to movemcnts to

protect nature. The various movements lo protect the hurnan body, n-Lnd

and spir i t  are obvious: they may focus on any of the issues mentioned"

r rnd er hrrma.n na.tho' l  o. ." i  es -  s i  n.c" l  w or combined .  But the na.tho' l  ooi  es

cfassi f ied as rrd- istr ibut ionalrr  or  "structuraf  
r r  are not accounted" for

in this way of looking at the phenornena. rhat goods and bads are u-n-

just ly and u:requa11y d- istr ibuted-,  that  the structure provid-es -  . .  - le

work and much exploi tat ion and d-ependency are phenomena that go deeper

th:n :  nrr  nood s-nr i  cnJ,ed a.na. l  wsi  s alonc would- u_t ' tCover .

I  t  is  at  th is important point  that  the needs approach

shows i ts l imi tat ions.  The approach r ight ly br ings the ind- iv idual  into

focus, but i t  is  weak on distr ibut ional-  and structuraf  aspects of  social

1i fe.  As our locus here is on the t34ge of  mald-evelopment found. in r ich

countries we woufd tend to overemphasize material oversuffi-ciency and.

not the uld.ersufficiency, hence to und.erenphasize the t;rpes of malde-

velopment found in mater ia l ly  poor gToups, c lasses and coul t r ies.  Here

there would al-so be those who try to escape frorn the malaise of materiaf'  (22\
poverty into al ternat ive ways of  l i fd-56 opposed- to those who try to

trsca.nc f rom the malaise of  the gnjr i i r ra. l  nowertrr  dosni te nr hor:a.use ofvuvayv t ,

excessive (mater ial)  progress. To catch these phenomena cl-ass analysis,

both distributionatfliberal and structuralfnarxist would be ind"ispen-
/  a=\
\z))  ,  I

sable)-"and" the corresponding sociaf  movements would.  be social ist /wor-

l rorql  nart . i  aq i rqda rrninns l6rnnnc*z-f j  nna c+-. ikac -  Rrt t  tharr  ho- l  nnroAvID P4I UrgDt UI@us ulrv l lpt  qsluvl lDUIdUIvl fDt DUIlngD. !UU Uf lgJ U-----O

to the classicaf patterns, of  the r ich countr ies; our concern is wi- th
(>a\

the new phenomena cluster ing around ways of l i fe.  t"- '
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1.  The Roots of JYald.evelopment:  The Sourgeois \^ iay of Li- te(BWL):

Above we have tried- to character:-ze maldevefo-oment.

seeing i t  as a convenient labcf  grouping iogether a number of  phenomena.

At th is level  of  analysis l -et  us t ry to point  to some character ist ics

nf ^. . r  cnaia+., fhat  eor ia. in l r r  a.r€ fe lated tO ma]develonnent_ Tn doing

so wc shaf l  t ry to see social  L i fe more from the insid.e,  f rom the poi i , t

of  v iew of  what peopfe in gencral  t ry to obtain and fron the point  of

v iew of  what el i tes of  var ious k ind.s t ry to do. Thus, we are fess con-

cerned vi  th c"ener: l  snr: ' i  a.- l  nhi l  o--L- -  -  'u i  n. l  j r l i r l r r : ' l  r lef  l :a1,ngIA!  DVU]@I .U]I}TUDIf IJ 

'  

IJ IUTg W! ULI I ITJIVfUUAJ !OL Ug

nf heherr in i r r -  ho Lhew a.t  the neonle o- el ' i  te 
-eve_Ls.

l , r la Rss.rrne- hrr  i^ f ; - i  F i^h +L-f  the w,t .V oo l i fe mOStvvE aoDWuEt uJ us! ! r r !ufvrr t  u l t4u r ,_v 
^rJ 

v_ rrru

people are steered towards is what one riri-ght caffed the dominant way

of l i fe,  DWL. But there are severaf  of  them. Simpl isLical ly one might
( zs\

ta lk about an upper-c lass way of  l i fe i 'a middle-class way of  l i fe and

a. wor l r ins-cla.SS -----  ^ .  
' r  - ' f  ^  u^a;ralran 

-  ip ntr- l  rOCiet ieS mOSt Of ther ! ! r rE> vrapp n@J vf  f , I f  s.  rLvw=vqr t  r l r  t !v!  rvulsulsJ l lv-  u v l  
" '?Zel

populat ion seem now to ident i fy themsefves with the middle-cfassesr '  '

+- . - . i - -  +^.r^- , ,  Loth lnnpr_r: la.ss and workinp"_e' la.sS IOOted.neSS, And OneuJ J r l f6 UU UYrrJ uu urr  qyys sr lu esv! t ! !

factor behind this,  again,  might be a certain shar ing of  the ideal  way

of I i [e,  the way of  l i fe the overwhelming major i ty of  the populat ion

would,  l ike to lead-.  In a sense i t  is  a k ind of  a mixture of  a l l  three,

hrr t  def in i to- l  . r  deve' l  oning oi :h of  ihe u-han/" i  ndrstr iaf  sector of  these

societ ies.  l t  is  the l - i festy lc of  the !ur&g, the bourgeois,  for  which

reason i t  wi l l  be referred- to here as the'rbourgeois way of  l i fe ' j  BWL.

T- . .^ . ; - -  +L j  ^  +^Tm nn na.r t i  crr ' la.r  ihan-oi . i  r - : l  na-snonJ,. i r re i  s . imn1 
igf ll r f  uD!I f6 uirrD ugrrrr  l fv  ya!  uruu!a!  u i rsvr9ufuar _vgrDIJCL uf  vg rD r l r l j r

beyond what has been said.  f t  is  s imply a way of  l iv ing evolv ing out

of  a certain pattern of  product ion and a certain c lass in society.
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We assume the bourgeois way of  l i fe to have the fol lo-
(  pt \

wing four major character ist ics together def in ing BhT,: '  t  /

non-nanual work (avoid.an:e of heavy and dirty work)
mater iaf  comfort  (with increasing mater ial  consumption)

T-
"orr_va ur sm/ r aml-L r sm

,  . . . .  ,  tnnan i  
^+r 

hr l i  l - r r lcanrrr i  l - r r

Thus, the bourgeois is mater ia l - l -y non-prod-uct ive,  at  lcast  when this

is taken in a direct ,  concrete sense: touching nature wi th oners hands

in order to work i t .  I4ater ia l  comfort  points in the same d- i rect ion:

i t  i^  -  ^r  r rea.t ing dista.ne.e between nature a.nd hrrman bein. .ns hrrI  U IJ a WaJ Uf U*-*,---O J UU Uwsglr  114 UUIU atru rrur lgrr  vLrrr6u t  UJ

control- l ing the environmento keeping i t  constant,  wi th in an agreeable

T2nc^ r^r l rora *amnar:  i r r ro hrrmi d i  t r r  mnrromonf q cmal I  q nni  qa a1 a

concerned-. Privatism defines tiLe nucleaf, family, and more particularfy

the home/house which supposedly is i ts cast lc (Purg; ,as the pr imary

rmit  o1'  cons^mpt j ,on and al-so of  reproduct ion!2R?ra pred- ictabi l i ty /se-

cur i ty ad,d-s the t i rne-dimension to al l  of  th is:  i t  is  a quest for  a

nran j  n f  rh ' l  a f . . { . .7p a. l ,  a.  h i  s"h I  ev^l  nf  aaa-rn ' i  * - ,  mann jn-  h, /  +h^ I  at tef

the probabi l i ty  that  the f i rst  three cond- i t ions wi l l  obtain for  onesel f ,

t l r roughout oners l i fespan, and also for  oners of fsor ing ( t t re t ime-

nnrqnaaf i  r ro dnoc nOl:  e"O f  r r f  l ,hef  as i rd i  eq lo ' l  h. .  r^r l 'nt  i  -  
oami I  i  s t t tl lvubvUvuv.J.EqLJ)

stands for nuclear fami ly;  mother,  father '  and- of fspr ing).

There is no doubt that this is a distinct way of

l i fe,  i t  has coherence and in-rer logic;  i t  is  recognizable in contempo-

rary 1i fe.  Much more can be said about th is,  but  we have tr ied to keep

the description to a minimum.The form BIfL takes in l i iorthern R,-rropean

societ ies is relat , ively mod-estrbut invofves the major i ty of  the popufat ion:

the one-tr , Io- three-four synd-rome:one spouse, 2 chi ldren, a J-room

appartment and a four-wheel  vehic le ( the pr ivate car)  -  or  a mult ipte

over the same theme with each d.ivorce bTi-nging new wives, husbands

and chi ldren into the picture,  together wi th a div is ion of  accumulated"

asseis and a consequent rebui ld ing of  the col fect ion of  nater ia l  as-

pects.  There are al-so extreme versiorsof Bh[:  the one plane, 2 boats,
( zq\

Z nerq A tafarr is inn-soi ,  fem' i f i7 ' l  but  i t  should also be noted that

there are norms bui ld ing up against  af f luence spi l l ing over into too

( r )
(z\

3)(+)
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f^r  +h^ . . '^Tl-- ;  h-rrr4urr  v}J*fsf lus '  l f f  Df  Lv!  u)  Duy !  f ,D j ruu vtuJ a 6u4t aut ujLU wurS.-Ll lg

classes, but al  so possibly has a l -evel l ing-dor^ryl  funct ion for  the upper

cfasses.

tr 'or this type of way of l- ife to become the dominant

way of 1ife, obtainable and ind-eed- obtained, for the majorityof the

society,  a certain sty le of  devefopment is needed. Tt  is  a l rcady evident

from the first two points: on the one hand much is wanted in terms of

mater ia l  gocd-s,  on the other hand the id"eaf is not to part ic ipate in

this mater ia l  prod-uct ion direct ly.  How does one solve th is contrad" ic-

t ion? Reason- i  nr t  f rom thc hor l ropsi  c r . rarr  nf  l i  "o ihe anSWeI iS ObViOUS:

by means of  a pattern of  prod-uct ion that get;  a nraximum of mater ia l

nrr lnrr*  fz^m n minimrrm inn.r+ nf  ntprt l l1 l  r^ror, I r ino hn:rrq (  jn nlhon r^ror |qv*Uy4U IMrl  O l rLr f f t tLtulL l r r jJ*U Ur t r@11444 WVrAal l5 l luurD \ I f f  VUtIgL WV!uo,

by high fabour product iv i ty) ;  by exropr iat ing as much as possib-e

of the naterial goods produced. from those who r.;tnualfy produce them

( in other wo-rJS- through errnlo ' i  t . : * . inn -  nrn.r j , l i r r . ' l - l - 'a rrndrrno-c y i l [
}Jrvv! . r ' i r '  _ ul ls Plwuuvg!D

so low salar ies that  they can only repossess a sma. l l -  f ract ion of  what

they have prod.uced., whether the prod"uccrs are forrnd in the "internal

proletar iat f r  -  the working-classes -  or  the "external  proletar iat"  -

the fh i rd wor ld countTies);  and by squeezing nature as hard as

nnqqi l r lo fn cof  *h^ mn4nrjal  nr-drrnJ-q ( i r t  n lhon r . r rnr- lc l -hrnrrch,rpuDDrury uu 6u u L/ I Ig l l taUe-Ll . i l " I  p lO**-  . -  ,  u- ,_-*b, ,  *n-

onnl  nci  nr l  nnrnf 'eoq)

One might s inglc th j -c out as the fo l r r  p i l lars on
/zr t \

which this part icular sty le of  devefopment is based;&s a package' \ )")

/ -  \  .  /  -  -  -  ^ \( l /  n]-gn pfoduclrrvr ty\exprol tat lon oI  sel I /
/^ \I  . )  I  a.m l^r  fef  r  

^n of  inte-na. l  n-Of etaf iat\ , . /a l lvur j lgr}Jr./ -\|  - |  orrnInrtAtrnn oI  exherna. l  nroletar iat>'^\ :: l ; : , ; : ; ; : ' '  "-
\  + /  s^!r  vr  ua urvl l  of  na Lure

And the connect ion between the bourgeois way of  l i fe and the sty le

of  develnnmont is more vis ib le.  I t  should be noted that th is is a

f r . rn- ' . 'o. '  annrnn*i  nn.  i r rqf  re .a?fei  n nq f*ornc 
^1- ^v.^ l  

n i  +-*- iUww-wal UUILl lgvUf,vI I .  J*oU @D UgI ual I l  . [ i ,aUUgI ILD UI CII I IUIt /d,  l , f ,UIL dIe

need-ed. in ord-er to implement the BWL program lor a high proportion

^e +] .^ -^*.- l -+- i^h *- in*n -^! . i^-  
+1^. ;^ ^+-- l  e of  deve' l  onme,r tvf ULls l : ,uyqraUIUlI t  vt fus IJUU lr lUv I l Iv ULvII  UIIAD D UJtv vr  uevurryr4u_f

nTodrrces a.n enor.mogs amo1nt Of ma.ter ia. ' l  proods in Search Of Consume1'sLrvvue r ' r  

|  
- t  

\

a.nr l  r ' lnos nnf nr.ndrrco : l  c^r '7.pqr- lnnd' incn :mnrrnt  nf  m:nrr : t  ;^A?r )C.- 'n-
u J}JvI Iutr-O u vr  r r lo l luor J v UD .  vvl f -

^^ ' i ' -^ l^ ' l  - -  i  + - ' i  -Lt  st i ' l  I  nrndrrr :o onnrrc"h iohs fnr  arrorrrhndrr  i  f  thousrv4urJ ru rrL6l l
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non-manual sector expand,s as quickly as the manual sector contracts.

But the term "non-manual" conceals a rather important d-istinction:

between al- ienated and non-al ienated jobs wi th the forner being pro-

r"ra.mmed bw others -  the I  e. t  ler  he' i  nr"  Tt l -ot i - rAmmed h.r  nnasol  f  .  Si  nco f ,hgv vrrL!  p 
t

former r,vil-f be routine jobs ever higher prod.uctivity can be worked
/  

-a\

into the rout inesrthereby ef iminat ing more and more jobA?z\{hether

*qlz i  no *ho fnrm nf r rnomnl nrmonl-  orror hi  ohar nrrdrrat- i r r - i  * r r  n?La.L(I l l$ l , t Ie -LU.L' , . .  -*  -  '  - -  - - -o-  v4 r !  v L wJ )  - -  
eVCn

the form of being pushed- into non-al-ienated- work, (neve" perrnitted-

a chance to relax in rout ine act iv i t ies)one might ta lk about exploi-

tat ion of  sel f .  Jn short , the bourgeois way of  l - i fe and the exploi-

t: l-. i  rro strrl o n I d owel rnment r"o hand- in hand_ I

How does this relate to what has been said- in the

preced- ing sect ions?It  shed-s some l ight  cn the maldevefopment phe-

nomena referued to above: the quest for  mater ia}  growth at  the ex-

nense of  non-ma ter ia l  faciors is bui l t  into the combinat ion of  the

nrrost  fnr  *  hnrrr-^^ i  ^  "^--  ^r  '1 i  t re-  r rs ' i  nF rn ernl  o i  ta. t ive stw' l  e ofquED u rvr  a uwur6uulD v/al  v l  r f  rv t  4Dff f6 al l  s^yr

d-evelopment as the instrument. The gradual erosion cf human beings,

somaticaf ly,  mental ly,spir i tual ly,  part icular ly the working cl-asses

-^+ -- ;  ^ I , .^-np ln nnin- '  o61pp nf  tho r .1nq:1iv^ Sid.eS Of tne bOUf-1!VU 6AVglI  @ Uf L4rrUg UV L-rrJVJ rVr l l9 Vf L-rq }JL' ,Or U-vL

ooni q ur:rr  of  I  i  f  o (osr- :no f rom t . tnneccssAT j  - l  11 lp2.--  or ,n i . i  r f r r  . . '^-k ., . - . j  L \gouc!q - !u-r-  4! lsvsDD@rrrJ 1rg4vJ alru urL uJ wu!Nt

escape from the hazard.s of  nature) ras wel l  as the erosion of  nature,

emerge clear ly f rom this picture.  One can also sense the monotony

^ n +L^ 1-^. . - -^^. i  ^ f ,  I  j  f  ^  ^ -^-^+^$-.  -^-^+. i ' -os FT)na.?ent ' l  r r  e l  ] -e_u-L uJle uuLt l '8eurJ ! 'dJ ul  f  I I  s t  @ r l ru l lv  vvf lJ Dvlrrc uf  ) l tYD @PyqLwltvLJ aL

viated through C\,r , [  (chemicaf,c i rcus way of  l i fe) :  the use of  drugs,

tobacco, alcohol ;  the use of  spectalor entertainmentrpassively watching

^n^ h+^ ' . ' .  tnhi  nq ia l  or l i  q i  n-  
- . r .  

+ah' i  nm 
-nr-*^--am 

n nn *nr aspol  Us-8anres,  wa ----- ,^o ---- .**--r I :  wiJ t iu l . t r r lS spor us-8a.t l les ol- t  ueaevf s] .on.

Cles,s ncrsneet iv^d ^ranra.  nn* -- ' lw the rnala. ise def iVed- f fOm tOO mUCh BWL.vr@DD I /YrDygu urvYD vrr lsr6si f fv u uf f rJ vr fv rrJslsf  pv u

But in addit ion to this something more emerges from

f i . ra niatrrra chnrrp- t r l rn ' lo i ta. i ion is a Soci-al_ rel-at iOn that sOOner or

tatcr  wi l l  lead to react ions,  to struggles against  - 'xploi tabion.

This is t rue whether one sees exploi tat ion in terms of  in just ice in

exr:hanpne rel  a. t iOns -  n1i  n terms ^f  ^- .h l  ^ ' i  +{  
- -  -^o mrrr :h -  herrnn.r  theu^vr. larrbu !v!av-vl I -  t  u!  l r t  us!urt  vr  s i -Lrrvr  ur l f6 UVV rrruvr l t  wsJUI!  -  u.

ca.rrwins ca,nR.c. i tv that  permits regenerat ion ( the German ausbeuten"--  "  r . - - ' - -  "*  
(  ="=\---

as opposed to merely ausni i tzcn);) , ina a remarkable point abcut the
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' lO"n^ r . f .o +h.+ 
-ea.ct ' i  ons a.r"a. inst  a. ' l  I  twnes nf  errnlni tat inn hon.or l rgvJyeu vr E^yf  vf ,  ue uaulr  usv@lr

very crystaf l - ized. Through trade-union format ion and workerstpart ies

a rela. t ivelv hir"h lovel  of  wa.rncs had been establ ished for manuaf

' rnr l tarq in mcn-.  of  the hieh- income couxlr ies and f ,hew wene not wi l l  inr"ur ls ly w sf  g i rv u wtr f  l t t6

to give that up, meaning that exploi tat ion had to take new lorms -
crrnlr  rc imnnrfat i  nn nf  fnrai  m r , 'nr l :arc rol  nna+iOn Of indUStf ieS,

/ - , \
util ization of new groups of labour, particularly womMl/The d.esigna-

t ion of these countr ies as high labour-cost countr ies became the

orf i  c ia ' l  w2 1r o{-  lahe' l  I  inr"  f ,he | tcr is ist ' .  But in add i  t ' i  nn- the t texternal
wrvrr  t

proletar iaLrr ,  the Third wor ld couxtr ies,  protested very ef fecLively

against  d.ef iver ing so nuch of  what was needed. for  mater ia l  prod-ucLion,

T'csnttrees- inelrrdine" onerp-v ' ' ;  Lh^"+ 
-af t i - -  ' in 

-^+"--  aIsDV4IvgD tJf fvf  UUrrrE) !  ruvvt4vgDt wI-Li lVUU 
69 UUfAfS r f  L !g UUJ l t

mrrch hir"her lewel nf  canrr ic i f i r ra nnwnT'toT mator i 'a- l  .cnOods -  ihp WhO]_ebvvq,

terms of trad-e ap'oroach pronoted within the New Tnternationaf Economic

Or.dor nr:J:  nf  ' rh ich the OPtrC act ion ]91 jh4 stands out as a histor ica]t  v4v vr  I  J l  11
f  =r \
t  a-) . /  _

landmarldi ' lYrrd then there was the clear uld-erstandins that nature also

hrd hor I  i  mi  J:e c ' i  r r i  no r i  qo io +h^ ^-^-  
nei  om r +vrre qvJ-v6ru, , r ,  . ,  nat ional  and inter-

nqr i  ^nn-r  r  arra ' r  -  nf  tho l97os- te on-w l :h. i  nc -  l .at  st i l l  is  bo c:me!vvv!utvt

is  the l inkage between increasingly higher levefs of  proi l -ucLiv i ty,

abo,re def ined as sel f -exploi tat ion,  and the var ious s igns of  fat igue

in the hunian body, mind- and. spirit.

But then there is a reason why that l inkage has not (yet)

been:. lade. Looking at  the four "pi- l fars" used to def ine ESD above, that

fast  one ( t t re f l rst  one on the l rst)  is  the only remaining one, the

other three cannot be squeezed fu:r : ther.  I f  i t  a lso has to be given up

not only wi l l  ESD crunble,  but  wi th i t  BWL since BWI is based on i t ,

m^+^-;^r ' t - -  ^-^- l - inc Jn nther r*nrds- tn r :ha. l leng dUC-r0arer la-Lry speaK,, ,  - - .***-- .oe rncreasl-ng pro

+. i - . . i+-- ;^ +^^^--  to r :ha. l lenr"e f l^p rranr besiq nf  thg SOCial  fOrmat iOn inuf v a uJ rD uuu4J vv vf  forrurr6u vr-u v srJ paurp vf  v.

the OECD countr ies, with ever increasing prod"uct ion, ever increasing
( zA\

r :nnsr imnt inn- a.nd tho nnssih ' le nwershnoi inr"  in tprms of  too much Bl .^ iL. \ ' / " ' tvvrf  pwulr  urvrr  t  qrru

AnA *hic ie nroai^^r--  - .L-+ -^1-^^ tha IQROq q6 j6nar*on]- .  
- . , j - l l  

*1.  p nnl i_Ef lU Ut l f  D ID !r  YVf DCIJ Wl l@ U !@AgD U-IE L / tvvD rv l l r r !VI  Ual  U .  Wf, ! I  Ul l -  !v*-

t ' i  eal  str i : r "s le e^ma tn thc nnint  that  the doctr ine nf  h ipnh nrodirni i r r i  f r rulvaf u vr  u66r u vvr[v vv

becomes an issue with movements organized to f ight against i t  -  thereby

making for more jobs at constant levels of prod.uct iono possibly also for

r icher . iob content ?
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,4 I r%^ Q*r. .at . . rn ' l  Armrman+ .  rnh^ T-nr iz.r l - ' ' ihm c^- ia l  t rormat iona. vr  4v v(4@r r ! !F(/rrvrr  u .  l r ru vrrsu!  f -y l f fF pvv.

Again,  th is leads to a new quest ion:  why do we have

this bourgeois way of  l i fe,  why do we have this exploi tat ive sty le of

develonment? As' i+ jc n-aqan*ar l  in f l ro nrana. l ih-  SeCtiOn Bl{L beCOmeS

close to a pattern of  values/at t i ludes, t ranslated into behaviour. ,

:nd iho onl  n i  f :  i ' i  r ro qtrr l  o nf  dorrol  nnnranf honnmoq qnmathine nhnq. . -_,r_*,_^ vrr l r fo 
- , , - - f f I

in ord.er to f i t  BWL. There is certain:Ly scope for t ry ing to proceecl

one step befow this,  asking whether there is not sor-ething more sof id- ,

more permanent that  generates both BWL and ESl.  I f  th is were not the

case one could. simply change the way of f ife and change the style of

devel  opment -  assuming that there wou' ld be nothing deeper,  more sol id

that woufd constrain our choices. And ind-eed there 1s such a thing,

an ent i re social  format ion,  somet imes knor^m as trmoderntt ,  somet imes as

"capi ta l is t r t  (pr ivate and-for state),  somet imes just  seen as societ ies

are.  Tl ' ]ere are many ways of  ' fescr ib ing th is sociaf  formaLion, the

fol lowing is one of  then.

Cut of  the l [ id,d]e-Ages, in the "modern pcr iod.r t ,

bui l t  on the waning feud-af  system came the rrmodern system", a concor-

dat between State and capi ta l ,  bureaucracy and corporat ion,  i -ncreasingly

arrnnnr lar l  l - ' - -  q rynr.r ine info l i ronrcjn nr.^Flni--  {enefal  IOfmUIa. ' -  Of
" i ; ; ;L 

-) ' I  '4!*-

understand-ing and control  for State and for Capital i 'Burcaucrats,  capi-

tal ists and intel l igentsia const i tuted and st i l l  const i tute the el i tes

of the social formation, certainly engaged in non-manual- l-abour. the

ter :hnolor" ies the.r  develnned or a.cr :onJ-,ed fnr mator ia l  and other forms

of prod-uct ion would tend- to be bureaucracy-,  Capi ta l -  and intef l igent-

c- i  r  - i  n*onqi  r ro fharoh..  re i  nfnrni  n+ +hni  
^^- i  + i  nn i  n qaai  o l r r  hrrDlo-! I1 ucl lorvst  urrgIYUJ !gi i l lV!Ul I f6 Ul lg l l  UWfr yUDf U!U]]  I1 l  DUUTUUJ rJ

making themsel-ves ind. ispensabl-e and also providing simi lar  e l - i te posi-

t ions for  their  male of fspr ing,  the fe- iu- les being relegated to repro-

duct ive f i ;nct ions in the pr ivacy of  the fami ly.  Capi ta l  provided and

nrnrr ides f . i  na.nci . ' r  c, .nnnrf  f^-  +he state in the form of d- i rect  andu kyt /  vr

ind. i rect  taxes, the State pr iv ides provid-es a uni f ied- market for  capi-

ta} ,  possibl3 'expansions abroad, infrastructurcs support  and so on,
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The rest  of  the populat ion becomes cl i -ents of  bureaucracy and consumers

for ihe corporat ions,  paying for what they receive as c l - ients wi th

conformity and for what they receive as consumers wi th labour.

At th is point  a pecul lar  character ist ic of  the socj_al

formation known in the OECI area should- be pointed to: all I 'civi l ized-!'

societies have elites that combine non-nanual work with material

nnmfnrt .  nnt  : l  I  Of them haVe SUr:h ra.nid lv o"rnani  j - -  
^r  i+^^ " i  +Lv,  r rv.  * , ,  o_t  ur lef l t  r rave s[-__ _ ' - r_**u , - - r*--uaj ]E e_L_Ltes wJ_ tJt  a

re l  a. t i  vel  v hi  oh I  evel  o1- wi  I  I  i  np--Less to share the essent ia l  charac-

ter ist ics of  their  way of  l i fe wi th i f  not  everybod-y at  least  many

in the rest  of  society.  As ment ioned above, BWL is not monopol ized by

o cmol- l  lm^.rh i+ ' ia l - ranaminm fha r lnminon* 
' . , - - -  ^ f  l i fa Tr l ' r ic  n la $l l la-Ll  8rUup, -L U IS ueLtol l t -L lL$ Ul le ou] l l lnanl  i^ /ay Or COUfSe,

gives r ise to the important h;rpothesis that the ef i tes are preserving

s nmath' i  nr t  a1 qa qa q mnnnnnl- .  
' . ,h i  I  o I  c i f ' inc nonnl  o in conar: l  an__* _ as a rrror lopory wr i__ , r_ _ * ,  _-_Joy

Tl l , IT mrrnh c c *ho r1nner c l  a.ssas r^rent f l  v i  ro r^ ihen fai l fOad.S beCame f  e-

la. i ivelw classless- 1^/F' : f  tn f l^c Carr ibbean vhen neonle in r"enera.-L weret -vr lv 
Lq

able to have vacations in the Mediterranean area, went to srnall islands

in the Ind- ian and Paci f ic  Oceans when peopl-e started"f fooding"the

Carribbean and so on.

One possibi l i ty  h inted at  above woufd- be to monopol i -ze

the access to non-al ienated work,  let t ing the jobs of  bureaucrats,

capi ta l  is ts and intel l iger l ts ia become the only non-programmed- and non-

nrop-ra.rnna.hle ioh- i^  ^^^i^!--  ^^ +ha:o cra ] -J ' rn ;^hs held hw the nfO-
! rv6!arr-  Jvv- I  

? l  
Dvv]s UJ 4D LI ISJS al  V UILY JVJJ . tsLu UJ UltY y

(ZA)
grarnmars themselves' . 'Ett  there is al-so another possibi l i ty which opens

Fnr nna r^nrr  nf  I^^ l / - inry cf  t ] .a c l+^---+i*n "-- .^ ^ / ' - ' - - \
, -  _vvn!fr6 au ufru of  cel 'natrrve ways oI  I rLe (AWL/ pnenomena:

AWL as an out let  for the el i tes just as CWL becomes the medicat ion for

el-ites and other people when -uhe meaninglessness and emptiness of

BWL become too oppressive. But for this to serve the fulct ion of

ma. in ia in in.c" e- l  i  te-excl-usiveness Al ,n/ l  has to ho n: t terned in an exclu-

sive way. If AWL is to be the negation of BWL then its four leading

character ist ics are easi ly seen: more manual work which the el- i tes
L^..^ - ' r - -^--^ L^^- abl-e to include in the form of r"ardeninc a.nd hoht^--l fAVg df ,WaJD UYSIL @Uf,g UV I l IUJuug I) I  UirV Ml l l  Ur t ra!uurr t r r t ,  ar*u rrvUUJ

e et i  r r i  t ' i  es :  l  css comf Of t  whiCh the el- i tes haVe gl  r^rr . 'a haon rhl  a f ,g

includ-e in the form of hazardous sty les of  vacat ioning as seen par-

t icular ly in Br i t ish ar istocrat ic p;rsui ts;  ef for ts to extend
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ftrere are those who in the efforts to und-erstand all

Lhese phenomena would" pick up one corner of  the bureaucrat-capi ta l is t -

i  ntel l igentsia t r ianrfe referred- to above rather than the tr iangle

as such. Some woufd base the analysis on the State element and- develop

a more anarchist  tJpe of  ideolog"y,  other on the capi ta l is t  e lement

end dorrc I  nn p sneial ' i  s t  t rmp of  i  dnr l  o,ow- st i ' l ' l  others on the intel l i -

gentsia.  e- lernent ,end dewelon a mo?F nnnrt ' l  is f .  j - . rzno of  ideolosv- mre
LL/v},4rrUvvJyv

nrosant :n.q ' l r rq ' is  t r ies to combine these movements and" these three

trend-s of  argumentat ion s ince they seem to bfend j -n social  real i ty,

as patterns of the d.ominant social forrna -.iorLr as factors generating

ihe ' i  ss les- and :s idpo' l  o.c" ios insn' i  r inc" ' lp concrota ani i r r i t r r  nf  f ,hgurfu !po*ep r  af fu 6f  uu rLrryr ! rLr l ]

movements.  Of course, the relat ive weight of  these three factors wi l f

d i f fer  f rom issue to issue, f rom movement to movement,  f rom couxtry

to country and concretely over histor ical  t ine.  l . r tLat  is  suggested here

is merely a form of understandi-ng rich encugh to accomodate much of

- 'L-+ ^^^-^ +^ r-^ rrnder lv ing the rreneral  ma. ' la ise wi th which we arewlla u Dvglr ID uv ug vrru bvrrv-

concerned.

In th is there is al-so a chaf lenge to the ideol-ogies

of the last  century.  L iberal- ism pronr issed happiness with cont inued

economic growth,  was bl ind to the prcblems of  ineq:ral i ty and. inequi ty,

and also to the problerns of  too much af f fuence. Sociaf ism introd-uced-

r : l  n ss a.n,a I  r rs ' i  s  to come to or i  Ds wi th n-nh'  cms nf  i  non'r : l  i  i r r  ard fn-vr4 vrr  v

equity,  through distr ibut ion and revofut icn,  but  was equal ly bl ind-

to the problems of  too much af f luence. Social ism, when pract ised- as

tho r ichi .  l :n hnrrrereois wav ol '  l i  le for  cverrrhndrr  qaoms i .n lo:d 16u uv wvu!6uvrr  w@!y

some of the same problems, onfy more sfowfy ( f )  because the countr ies

invol-ved- are rnater ia l ly  less d.eveloped, (Z) because they are taking

nrnhl  amq nf  r rndordorral  nnmanl:  mnra qor i  orrs l r r  And :n:rnhi  sm . tnd n-  *--*  .oPU-

f ism d-o not seem to have been good. at  asking the cmcial  quest ion

suggested- by Figure I  e i ther:  what arc the upper l imi ts to the type of

remedies suggested-? Slnal l  is  beaut i fu l ,  but  to what pcint? To d-o

without experts is f ine,  but to what point? How can one combine smaf l

and bi .c"-  red and ernert?the kew nroh' lems in China toda.w- ma.whe of  the'  ;^ ' " .  ' ' " . /

r ich countr i -es tomorrow . \42)
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). The Culturaf Arguinent: f,re Und,erlying Cosmotory

Again,  then, the quest ion may be asked: why d-o we have

such a social formation? And again we are d-oing nothi-ng but invit ing

the read-er to accompany us one more fevel dor^m, this tirne to what

is here seen as the real  rock-bottom foundat ion,  the d-eep cul ture,

the cosmology of  the Western c iv i l izat lon wi th in which these social

format ions have taken root.  In doing so we would of  course imnediately

add that these soci-al formations in turn reinforce the cosmologr,

become sedimented into i t  as a part  of  the deep cul ture.  The cosmolory is

nota cause with a structure as one of  i ts  ef fects;  rather,  the struc-

ture j-s a manifestation of that d-eep cosmo1ory, a way in which the

cosmol oov rrnfnl  , l .s  i tsef  f  .Gl)

More concretely,  there are a certain low number of  as_

pects of  the western 
"o=*otoS4L 

tn" present phase that seem to be

important in th is connect ion.  First ,  there is the general  idea of  a

dichotomy between the spir i tuaf  and the mater iar ,  between god and

the worl-d", with human beings somewhere in-between, being partly of
gnr l  -  n:r t l r r  nf  the r^ror l  d -  brr t  ondnr^rad wi l :h o 

^.n.^ i  
+--  +^ ^ta^^^^ 

(+>)
6vu, } ]@f ufJ ut  urr !  wvr I  u ,  pLv y1r*_, .  ___ * __yaci ty to choose.

Suspend.ed- between the two but with no doubt as to which is better the

superiority of the non-manual over the manua] and the non-natural

over the natural  beccme easi ly arr ived at logical  satel_l- i tes. The

empir ical  counterpart  of  this,  in turn reinfcrcinE the l_osical  dis-

t inct ion, would- be precisely the quest for the f i rst  two components

of the bourgeois way of life: non-manual work and materi-al comfofi!46)

Then, there is another aspecb of  Western cosmolo;y of

^^. ' - ' r  ; - -^-+---^ in th is connect ion:  the idea of  prosress.  I f  the non-gqu4l r r IPUr ual f  uq ! f  1 uf  f r  D vvl l f  rv!  u ,  _

manual is bet1;er than the manuaf and materiaf comfort is bettr;er than

d- iscomfort  -  both of  them special  manifestat ions of  the pr inciple

of man-nature d- istance -  then an increasing proport ion of  pecple en-

r rnsad, in i r tnnars- inc- l r r  nnn-rqnrrr l  , . r^?1z n^f  - ] -^ 
-^nf inn- innrarqincbo6Lu f  rL f r rvrLa a wur^,  tLv u uu r t ry l f  u lut l  l l l .utcaDtI IS
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manual comfort  shou-Ld be important efements of  progress.  Nowhere

can this be seen so cl-earfy,  and so intcf l igent ly expressed, as in the

promise held out for  poster i ty by Lord Kelmes in his famous rrpg6nomic
(  t t ' t \

Possibi l i t ies For Our kandchi ld- ldida. What this means, essent ial ly,

is that the BWL as a major goal for the major i ty of the members of

Western civi-.J.ization (or of people an;,.where where Westernization has

' \taken roots) is ent i rely in ag:reement with fund-amental  pr inciples of

that c iv i l - izat i -on.

But what about ESI? The exploitation of nature is to-
/ , ro\

ta11y in l ine wi th the man-nature d-Lstance pr inciplb+i /ano the same appl ies

to increased product iv i ty in so far  as i t  -Ls based on a technolory which

in turn is based on a science that object iv ises and fooks at  nature f rom

the outsid-e as our natural  sci-ences do (and to some extent afso our
/ ;n\

sociaf and human sciencb?y'. But what about the interna] and external

ernloi ta. i inn? The intp-nal  or-nl  n i ta l , i :n can al-so bc Seen aS one more

imnlement i t inn nf  r :ho snir i t -urrrr  s / . - ' -  - -  L"-^ /*^nlal-non-manual dis-r r r r l r -srrrelLUoufvi f  vL UI lg DPrl  I  U-WULLW / J @tl- t ta UULg/ l i@-

tances: those who work wi th their  hands, c lose to nature should be of

a fover k ind i f  th is d- ichotomy is val- id- ,  hence not only exploi table,

1-. .+ I  ^- ;  +;-^ +^-t . .  ^- . - ' r  ̂ . i  +^.r  o.-+ thab takeS Care onl  r r  of  ihe ;n l .crnal
Uq U Ig5! U! l r@ UgrJ giyrUf UgU .  !4 U UiIa U U@!ED UaI g VrJIJ Vf Ul I9 I f I  Ug.

exploi tat ion.  For the exlernal  er t r r lo i tat ion a th i rd aspect of  the deep

cufture of  Western c iv i l izat ion has been drawn upon: the conceptual i -

zat ion of  socio-geographical  space with the West in the center and the

non-West a.s a.  ner inhcrrr-  wai  t inc" to receive the touch of  westen-rLzattonf rvrL rreu v ev s Pv!!vr !u! .Y

(bui  bw a.nr i  la.rgo es seconda-. .  nemhers).  -here i  s the idea cf  the wai-

+. ; - -  -^^m ^p ^^ninr. i l : r r :s wostalners wi th the most recent arr ivalsUIl16- l  VVl l I t  Ul  Dgl l IUt r  UJ aD vvso Us.

accorded the more menial- tasks from which they may graduate through

f r r lar ,a l  nnmonttr  Rvf arne I  avn I  n ' i  t :  J : - i  n l r  '  onao - i  q nnt nnl  r r  ne t r r ra I  /nn--usvsrvlrrrrEl fu

-^r  ^^^^-A;hfr  +^ +Li^ ^^^-^]^-- .  i t  is  a lso an invi tat ion for  thel l tAf ,  dUUUAUf I16 UU UIf ID UVDll rVrU6J .  f  U I-  a i  Dv ar1 r  1v!  ua L!v i f  f  u!  ULL

(  50)
per iphery to jo in,  even some kind of  an honour bestowed upon them. "" '

\ot  to be exploi  bed means not lo be of  any interest  to the centre,  not

fn ha in in ha +^1^r r--  -^-- ; - -1 ized.UU UY f , ] ]  t  UU UV UV UAL L.y r l@! 6I l  taf

Civen a cosmo-Logy of  th is type the inplementat ion in

the social structure wifl have an efite not only engaged in non-manual
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work, but in progra,nrning others at the cenbre; an el i te cont i-nuing

the work of god" the creator. Efforts to change social structure men-

t ioned- above, making i t  less exploi tat ive,  wi l l  therefore lLove &

tendency to regenerate this part icular character ist ic,  perhaps also

ihe centre-periphery formation when seen on a world sca19. Tt should

also be noted that the AWL phenomena referred to in the preceding

sect ion t rv to s^ h^-,^n, i  *h. ia n*o,- . isa ' r r . i  n thoi-  ef fOrtS tO establ ish
"-J9vbv

na.rtnershin not on' l  w with na.trrre but also with the Third world and

with the internal-  profetar iat  (which woulC then no longer be an

interna I  nrol  e l ,a.r ia. t )  -  an, l  indenendent of  the el- ' i  te l ,hrorrsh sel  f -" / ,  * '

ma.na.pnement -  sel  f -srr f f  i  r : i  onclr  2nd sel f -def in i t ion.  In so far  as th is

is t rue the movements(because AWL shoald probably be seen as a fami ly

of  movements) aro nnt nnlrr  4 i  ronted ar"ain. ' t  a rrart icul-ar social  Struc-

ture as we know i t ,  but  a lso against  the --smolory of  which th is

structure might be said- to be a manifestat ion.  In short ,  what is con-

tested- is Western c iv i l izat ion i tsel f .



-  2A -

6 Conclusion : I,,trhy The Concern With Ways 0f life?

htrat we have tried to say in this chapter is that

there are many answers to this importar i t  quest ion, and that the an-

swers are located at  several  levels.

At the f i rst  levef,  the level of  issues and movements,

there are a number of  h ighly concrete and very nagging i -ssues, the

raw mater ia l  for  mass.media reports,  the content of  count less books and

qn{i  nr  ac cn. l  r r r l 'a l - 'n a ' i  ^  noint  here iS that theSe isSues are
' { r l rq.r l luvgUfv},

now par ls of  our way of  f i fe.  T.}^rey can no longer be seen as'runforrr-Lnate

consequencesi l  of  our d-ominant way of  1 i fe,  however analysed_, they are

cimnt." ;^o^p.;n+jOnS Of OUf SOCial  enVirOrf , ' rCnt.  Ihp ma.nrr  maier i : ' l  . -h inss
_!LC tr@ttJ t r@ 0c L LaL

we have do not lead to an unmit igated happiness and sat isfact ion,

and the many social pathologies mentioned, seein more and more to d-ominate

nannlalo ' l  i r roc ma.kin,c I  i  fe on par lh inr . r ,ac c jnr-  r r  - tn. t  l - rnn * i r ro fg1,  gf  ]UI V g I

but a small- minority having somehow managed to escape the structural

and cultural  bound-s to needs-sat isfact ion. Some of these people able

to escape are el i tes with the means to d.o so, others are non-el i tes

enpa.pin.cn in a. l te--^- i - - -  -"  f i fe.  These AWL 
-ro ' :ns 

a.-r"e of ten Fra.p-
rLv 'L ln UlVg W@JD UI f  t lg.  l f lqDY 4yV! blvu_y -  LUt)

mcntod :nd nnor l  . '  l . i  nLua. l  roca*j-g i -  d ' i  l ferent r^rqr.o tn on-r j -^nmenta]a,Ju yvv!

nnnhl omq damact i  a qnA e- ^ l^n l  narr , r r f r r  :nd hr incor r . ,  n-  i  anaf. inc
PaUUIUIITDt UUITISDUIU al lu b!Vval  | ,u"g ' , . r  '4.-u r . (Ar6cr t  - !  k-  !L ' . -u--- t>

structures in their  ordn society and so on. Engaging themselves for

di l ferent reasons, the var ious AWL nevertheless c)nst i tL l te a movement,

a force wir ich is threatenins'  the Dldl  in industr iaLized societ ies.  As

we see i t  these movements have thc potent ia l  of  becoming the new DldL,

af-  I - i f^  
-^cc- i rn l r r  

mnra hrrmnninrrq Ioqc o.mlni fqf  i r ra mnraa Way O-L -Ll- le pO--* -- ,1 -LrJr La urve, l l IC)I 'c  ] . I1

l ine with environnental and social constraints now known to exist.

In short ,  the movement for  an al ternat ive ways of  l - i fe can be seen

as a fami ly of  movements ad-dressing themselves to a fami--y of  issues,

hiol l r r  comnlerr-  h ' i  cnhlrr  d iversi [ iod carfa. in l r r  nnl  So c]eaT in the

omn-ir i  ar l  roq- l  i  f r r  rq r , ra hqrra i r i  ad in nnrtn:rr  *ham in *hi  q oq.:rr '  ' - '
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At the second level ,  the fevel  of  needs analysis,  one may see the

concern wi th ways of  l i fe as a quest icn of  indiv iduafs reaching out

to each other to protect  themselves, as a problem of sel f -defence.

They l ive in societies that have saved many of thern from the terribl-e

pai-ns of und-erconsumpti-on, hr-rlger ar:d starvation, malnutrit ion and

nature- i . i , r f l ic ted diseases and other naza-rds of  nature,  but  they have

been throrrrn into soc'et ies that  expcse them to scciety- inf l ic ted

diseases and non-material malnouris},, 'rent of various kinds. In their

acts of  sel f -d-efence they try to const i tute social  n iches, is iands 
'

even oettLos. more or less ef fect ively prolected from the social  patho-

logies d-ominat ing the outside. Jn sho:t ,  they t ry to generate develop-

ment rather than var ious t1-pes of  maroeveloiment.

At the third, level- the concern with the ways of l- ife

can be seen more concretely as a react ion aqainst  a bourgeois ' "ay of

1 ife that is l:ec -:t. ingfhas become tbe rfoninant wa'i of l i fe in ind-us-

trr :a lazed. soclet ies,  and as a rea:tr ln against  the underpinnings of
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the struggle over ways of  l i fe becoles very pol i t ical  because i t

e,.ffects powclr and privilege, potentially ulrler-mining somc of the basis

o1 which the c l i t is t  power structure in the wor ld ol  today, both

d-omest ical ly and g1oba11y, are foulded'

At tne fourth level  th is becomes a chal lenge not only

of  concrete pol ic ies,  but  of  the ert i re sccial  structure,  wi th v is ions

of a societ l1 rnuch more decentral izea, smal l  sel i - regulat ing imits t ied-

together in ways not yet  speci f ie l  c;r  L i -e - ' \ . iL movement,  nei lher in

thonrrr  nor in l ract ice.  And at  the f i f t l ,  fevel  the concern wi th ways of

l i fe becomes a chal lenge to the un;er-  y ing cul tura. l  assurnpt ions,  the

eosmo' logv of  the Western c iv i l izaa'3: ,  as a whole.  That th is is so can

be seen most c lear ly f rom the tender:c; '  of  AWL movements to invoke non-

western culburral  perspect ives and. . - ; r t : lsr indicat ing that i t  is  not

in the Western culture as such they i-nd sufficient building l, iocks for

lho aJ-hnq ql  ur : r rq noodod hrr  a move-:e--  cha. l ' l  enoipo f ,ho s in. t r ts oi lo

Why the concern wlth wavs of f ife? - above are J dif ierent

sets of  answers d.er iv ing f rom !  d- i f ferent fevels of  analysis;  weakly woven

together in some kind- of  theoret ical  f ramework,  very much in progressr l ike

a] l  theor ies to be chal lenged-.  But one point  shoul-d- be adled to th is '
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I t  is naive tod,ay to bel ieve that this concern should be l imited

to the industr ial ly advanced countr ies. As indicated in Figure 2

enntomnor:rrr  r lp l laT nnnant nrcn l - i  ape .  ur i  th onnnnmi StS and_ Othef

"development speciaf ists i l  as tunnel--d- iggers,  not  only al lows for

hrrf  nrnr l r '^^c e 
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dever onnent.  of  t ,he snae' i  : . ' l  t rmg 9gg haVe been
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wif l  soon be as uidespread as the nal-development phenomenon, af l -

around the world - with more or less the same issues and movements.


